Differential diagnosis of scleroderma and pseudoscleroderma.
The different forms of scleroderma and the pseudosclerodermas, which clinically partially imitate scleroderma, are rare. Due to the large variety and variability of the clinical course, particularly at the onset of disease, diagnosis may be difficult. For differential diagnosis, the presence of Raynaud phenomenon, antinuclear antibodies and the distribution of sclerosis play essential roles. Besides discussing the diseases that should be considered in the differential diagnosis, we present an algorithm which should facilitate the diagnosis and allow one to promptly initiate appropriate treatment.